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A message from Administration... 
 

September has been an exciting month at Mackenzie Glen PS.  We are off to a great 
start!  Thank you to everyone who returned the ‘purple’ forms and the many other 
letters and forms we sent out the past four weeks.  Your cooperation ensures that we 
have up to date information about your child.  A reminder that if ever your phone 
number(s) or contact information changes, please let Mrs. Kemble or Ms. Nupoort 
know.   
 

Our school’s EQAO results were released and we are very pleased that with the sup-
port of our teachers and support staff, we raised our scores.  This week Grade 3 and 
6 students will receive their individual results.  Rest assured that at our school we will 
continue to work towards positive results.  In the coming weeks, we will work together 
as a staff to deconstruct the results of this assessment and other data to work to-
wards School Improvement Planning Goals.   
 

On September 26th our school participated in the Terry Fox Run.  All of our students 
walked outside cheering and celebrating the run.  Thank you to staff and families for 
supporting our run. 
 

The first week in October is Safety Awareness week.  Your child will participate in 
activities in class that will support our focus on safety.  As part of Safety Awareness 
week, we continue to work with families to maintain a safe and effective kiss n’ ride.  
We thank all parents for their patience and understanding each morning and after-
noon.  Your cooperation is crucial to ensuring the safety of our students.   
 

A reminder that the entry bell rings at 8:10 am every morning.  Please ensure your 
child is on time.  Tardiness is distracting to the learning of others and leads to a loss 
of instructional time.   
 

We thank you for your continued support of our school.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. B. Taha                                             Mrs. O. Soroka 
Principal                                              Vice Principal 
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Thursday, October 10, 2013 Thursday, October 10, 2013   
  

  Parents are invited to visit their child’s classroom.  Parents are invited to visit their child’s classroom.    
See page  5 for an outline of times and presentations.See page  5 for an outline of times and presentations.  

  

We look forward to seeing you!We look forward to seeing you!  

 

Curriculum NightCurriculum NightCurriculum Night   



Safety Tips 
With the start of another school year, it’s a good time for parents to remind children about personal safety.   
Here's what children need to know: 
 

Their name, age, telephone number, address, city and province.   

How to contact their parents at any time, by memorizing cell or work numbers. 

How and under what circumstances to call 911. 

To never approach or enter a stranger's vehicle.  A responsible adult would never ask a child for direc-

tions or any other question for that matter. 

Make sure they know they have a right to say "no" to an adult, especially when the adult is asking them to 

do something they have been taught is wrong or feels uncomfortable.  Reminding children of this right is im-
portant because children are taught from a young age to respect adults. 

To always tell parents where they will be and to never enter someone's home without their parent's per-

mission. 

If home alone, never admit it when answering the phone. Never answer a knock at the door or speak 

through it.  Adults can be very persuasive.  Teach your child to call you if there is a knock at the door and if 
they fear for their safety, teach them to call 911.  Make sure they know that police officers are there to help 
them and would not get mad if it were a false alarm. 

If they think they are being followed or are in danger they should run home or to a public place.  If some-

one grabs them, they should try to get away, yelling and screaming while doing so. 
It is important to play in safe areas, never take shortcuts and stick with a buddy whenever possible. 
 

It is never too early or too late to teach children the importance of personal safety.  Common sense, commu-
nication and consistency are the keys. Remind children to alert a responsible adult if something strange hap-
pens that makes them feel uncomfortable. Remember, crime prevention is everyone's responsibility. 
 

For more information on this subject, visit www.yrp.ca. 

Please Be On Time 

 

The entry bell rings at 8:10 a.m. at Mackenzie Glen P.S. Students are expected to be in class by the be-
ginning of the instructional day at 8:15 am. Help your child start each school day ready to learn!  

 
Students who are late are expected to enter through the main office doors and fill out a 
late slip at the office.  All other doors will be locked. 
 
Several strategies will be used to help students who are repeatedly late to school. Stu-
dents will be expected to make up lost time. Some work may be sent down to the office for 
independent completion, and severe cases will be referred to the York Region District 
School Board’s Attendance and Counselling Services.  

The staff and students of Mackenzie Glen PS  will be observing Safety Week 
during the week of September 30th to October 4th.   
 

This week has been designated YRDSB Safety Awareness Week.  All public 
elementary and secondary schools across the region will be featuring activi-
ties and events that highlight various facets of safety at school and in the 
community.  Students will be participating in a wide variety of activities in-
tended to increase awareness of safety hazards and how to avoid them. 
 

Please join with us in helping to ensure that student safety is a top priority 
during Safety Awareness Week and throughout the year. 

Our school will be involved 
in: 
 

York Regional Police 
Presentations 
Fire Drill 
Lockdown Drill 
Hold and Secure Drill 
Daily Announce-
ments 

 

Safety Awareness Week 
September 30-October 4 

http://www.yrp.ca


2012-2013 EQAO Results 
 

We are very pleased to share Mackenzie Glen PS’ EQAO results.  The Education Quality and Accountabil-
ity Office (EQAO) is an independent agency funded by the government of Ontario.  EQAO’s mandate is to 
conduct province-wide tests at key points in every student’s primary and junior education and report the 
results to educators, parents and the public.  EQAO assessment data will be used as an additional 
source of information to support the improvement of student learning.  
  

Our grade 3 and 6 test results reflect the hard work and focus of all staff at Mackenzie Glen PS.  Our focus 
on literacy strategies has improved in the number of students achieving levels 3 and 4 on the provincial 
assessment.  For the full report please go to:   

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/mackenzieglen.ps/info/Pages/EQAO.aspx 

Writing Reading  Mathematics 

Grade 3 

Grade 6 

Mackenzie Glen Public School Council  

We believe that collaborative and inclusive partnerships among schools, families and our communities, are 
essential to improving student learning and increasing a shared sense of accountability for public education.  
School Councils play an important role in building school, family and community partnerships by providing 
input into relevant Board and school-level decisions and by encouraging the involvement of all members of 
the school community in support of student learning.   
The Mackenzie Glen PS School Council met on Thursday, September 26th at 7:00 p.m.  At this meeting 
council elected the following parents to our 2013-2014 School Council: 
 

School Council Co-Chairs:   Pam Wood and Jennifer Shelton 
 

Secretary:   Fiona Smith 
 

Treasurer:      Carol Recine                            Fundraising Chair:     Louise Wilson 
 

We are excited about the upcoming year.  We welcome you all to our next School Council Meeting on  

Tuesday, November 5th at 7:00 p.m. 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/mackenzieglen.ps/info/Pages/EQAO.aspx


Halloween  
 

A reminder to parents and students that Halloween is 
approaching.  On Monday, October 31st  the children 
may be involved in a variety of activities.   Teachers 
will be sending home additional information indicating 
what they have planned.  Please do not send Hal-
loween treats or any food items for the entire 
class.  Our teachers will be planning alternative ac-
tivities.  
  

A reminder to parents to pay close attention when 
packing lunches with Halloween treats!  Please 
remember to pack lunches that are nut free!   
 

A friendly reminder that students celebrating this oc-
casion in costume at our school must comply with the 
Board Policy.  Costume accessories including, but not 
limited to, toy guns, knives, axes, swords, etc. are 
not in compliance with York Region District School 
Board’s Safe Schools Policy #668.0.   
 

Parents and guardians of all students are asked to 
look out for more detailed information from their 
child’s teacher about expectations for that day. 

We wish everyone a safe and 

happy Halloween! 

Character Corner: 
RESPONSIBILITY 

 

During the month of October, we are focusing on the 
Character trait of Responsibility.  Responsibility is an 
important trait to teach our students and we often 
hear the word echoed through the halls. 
 

What does it mean to be responsible? 
Taking care of yourself and others 

Carrying out a duty or task carefully and thoroughly 

Being accountable for your own behaviour 

Demonstrating self-regulation and a strong work ethic 

Accepting personal accountability 

Acting without continual guidance 

Demonstrating commitment, pride, and a positive atti-
tude in completing tasks 

Contributing to the class, school and community 

Doing things to build a better world 

Keeping promises 

Doing what you say you will do, even when it is diffi-
cult 

Accepting the consequences of your own actions 
 

Having responsibilities gives us a sense of purpose 
and makes us feel like we belong. As we fulfill our 
responsibilities, our self-esteem improves because 
we feel as though we have accomplished a task and 
gained new skills. Also, we build trust with those 
around us because our behaviour demonstrates that 
we will complete a task when we say we will. Others 
know that we will do what we commit to with excel-
lence. 

 

“In the long run, we shape our lives...and the choices we 

make are ultimately our responsibility” 

                     Helen Keller 

Maple High School  

Grade 8 Information Night 

Thursday, October 17, 2013 

Mackenzie Glen PS Library at 7:00 pm 



Terry Fox Run 
 

On Thursday, September 26th, the students and staff of Mackenzie Glen Public School 
participated in the 34th annual Terry Fox Run.  The Terry Fox Marathon of Hope began 
on April 12, 1980 when he dipped his foot into the Atlantic ocean in St. John’s Newfound-
land.  His goal was to run across Canada to raise money and awareness for Cancer Re-
search.  He ran about 38 km a day for 143 days when he was hospitalized due to the 
spread of cancer into his lungs.  Terry died on June 28, 1981.   
 

Each year, Canadians honour Terry’s dream of a world free of cancer by participating in 
the annual Terry Fox Run.  Way to go students and staff of Mackenzie Glen PS! 

 

―Even if I don't finish, we need others to continue. It's got to keep going without me.‖ 
Terry Fox 

Lunch Drop Off 
A reminder that we have a table set up in front of 
the office.  Please label your 
child’s lunch.  We do not call 
kids out of class for lunches.  
Students who do not pick 
their lunch by 12:00 noon, 
will be called down.   
 

Thank you for your coopera-
tion.   
 

Dogs on School Property 
We have noticed a number of parents 
picking up and dropping off students 
with their pet dog.  With the exception 
of service dogs such as seeing eye 
dogs, dogs are not permitted on 
school property during school 
hours.  Please leave your dog(s) at 
home when dropping off and picking up 
your children.    
Thank you in advance for your support 
and cooperation! 

Curriculum Night 
 

Families are invited to attend our Curriculum Night on Thursday, October 10, 2013.  
 

To provide families with multiple students the opportunity to see more than one class, 
our evening will be divided as follows: 
 

 
 
 

Presentations will be done in teams in the locations mentioned.  Classroom visits will take place during the 
time indicated.   
 
Also, please  be sure to enter your child’s name in for a free 
photo package courtesy of Lifetouch.  Winners will be drawn at 
the end of the night.   

Time Grade Location Classroom Visits 

6:30 –6:50 pm Kindergarten Library 6:50—7:30 pm 

 Aulakh, Knez, Di Mascio, Dodaro, 
Bernbaum 

Gym 6:50—7:30 pm 

 Facchini, Fabiano, Locke Room 121 6:50—7:30 pm 

7:00-7:20 pm Madden, Rabinovitch, Park, Kaur, 
Raviandran, Muzzatti, Borzellino 

Gym 6:30– 7:00 pm 

 Charalambous, Norris, Sebastian, 
Lewis 

Library 6:30– 7:00 pm 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/t/terryfox187565.html


November  

5 School Council Meeting 

7 Photo Retakes 

13 Progress Reports Sent Home 

14 Student Led Conferences 

15 PA Day No School—Student Led Conferences 

20 Online Safety Presentation 

Upcoming Dates 

OCTOBER 2013 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 
 
 
Immunizations 

2 
 
 
 
School Bus Safety 

3 
 
Gr 3 Bullying YRP 
Presentation  

4 5 
 
 
 
Navaratri 

6 
 
 
World Communion 
Sunday 

7 
 
 
Gr 6s to Ontario 
Science Centre 

8 
 
Area Cross  
Country meet 

9 10 
 
 
Photo Day 
Curriculum Night 

11 
 
 
PA Day—No 
School 

12 

13 14 
 
 
Thanksgiving 
Day—No School 

15 
 
 
 
 
♦ Eid Ul Adha 

16 17 
 
Maple HS Grade 8 
Information Night 
7:00 pm 

18 19 
 

20 

 
 
 
 
The Birth of Bab 

21 22 23 24 

 
 
 
 
Pavarana 

25 
 
 
 
Kathina 

26 

27 28 29 30 31 
 
 
 
Samhain 
Halloween 

  

 

 

To report your child’s  
absence, please call our  

attendance line 

(905) 417-9771      
Leave a message at any time! 

 Follow us on Twitter:  

@MackenzieGlenPS 

Safety 

Week 

Sept 30 to Oct 4 

Visit our Updated Website!   

http://www.yrdsb.ca/
schools/
mackenzieglen.ps/ 

http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/mackenzieglen.ps/
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/mackenzieglen.ps/
http://www.yrdsb.ca/schools/mackenzieglen.ps/

